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NOTES & NEWS 


Survey of Laccadive and Minicoy Islands 
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Circle, Botanical Survey of India, Poona, led a party 
to Laccadive and Minicoy Islands for studying the 
marine and terrestrial flora of those Islands, from 21st 
November to 18th December, 1960. He collected a 
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Symposia 

In a Symposium on Plant Resources in the Middle 

East and organisation of a specialised symposium on 
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December, 1960, Dr. G. S. Puri, Director, Central 
Botanical Laboratory, Botanical Survey of India, 
Allahabad attended and participated in the discussions 
of the Symposium. 


Training Course on Soil Salinity 
Under the auspices of the UNESCO, South East Asia 
Science Co-operation Office, New Delhi in collabora¬ 
tion with the Land Reclamation Department of the 
Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Government of 
Pakistan, a training course on Soil Salinity was held 
from 30th November to 17th December, 1960. 
Shri Gautam Sen Gupta, Gallery Assistant, Industrial 
Section, Indian Museum, Botanical Survey of India, 
attended this training course. 


Indian Science Congress : 1961 
Many officers of the Botanical Survey of India 
attended the Indian Science Congress held in January, 
1961 at Roorkee and took part in the deliberations by 
reading papers and participating in Symposia. 


Research Schemes 

The work on the compilation of “A Dictionary of 
Genera of Flowering Plants” allotted to Dr. J. C. Sen 
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the Monograph Committee of the Council of Scientific 
and Industrial Research, has been completed and sub¬ 
mitted to the C.S.I.R., New Delhi. 


Lectures 

Shri K. S. Srinivasan, Curator, Industrial Section, 
Indian Museum, Botanical Survey of India, delivered a 
series of lectures on Museum Technology at Calcutta 
University. 

Dr. M. A. Rau, Regional Botanist, Northern Circle, 
Botanical Survey of India, delivered a popular lecture 


on “Some West Himalayan Flowering Plants” on the 
17th February, 1961 at the Indian Museum, Calcutta. 


Meetings 

Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta, Chief Botanist, attended the 
following meetings: 

(1) The Meeting of the Executive Council, National 
Botanic Gardens, Lucknow. 

(2) The Special Meeting of the Scientific Sub- 
Commitee, National Botanic Gardens at Delhi. 


(3) 


The Meeting of the Tea Research Liaison 
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cultural Engineering Department, Indian Tech¬ 
nological Institute, Kharagpur. 


(5) Annual General Meeting of the Asiatic Society, 
Calcutta. 


(6) The Meeting of the Biological Research Com¬ 
mittee, C.S.I.R., New Delhi. 

(7) The Meeting of the Monograph Committee, 
C.S.I.R., New Delhi. 


Exhibition 

Some herbarium specimens of fibre yielding plants 
from the Western Circle, Botanical Survey of India, 
Poona, were sent as exhibits to the Director, Hand Made 
Paper Industry, in connection with their Exhibition at 
the All India Congress at Bhavnagar held during 
December-January, 1960-61. 


Presentation of Specimens 

Seventeen Orchids growing under warm humid condi¬ 
tions and in moist temperate climates and thirteen roses 
cultivated in the plains of India were presented by the 
Botanical Survey of India to their Imperial Highness 
Crown Prince and Crown Princess of Japan at Calcutta 
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International Society for Tropical Ecology 
Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta and Dr. G. S. Puri continued to 
hold the offices of President and General Secretary of 
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Botanical Laboratory, Botanical Survey of India, 
Allahabad took over as Honorary Treasurer of the 
Society, with effect from December, 1960. 


Membership of the Chief Botanist in the Natural Food 
Colours Sub-Committee 

The Natural Food Colours Sub-Committee, Indian 
Standards Institution has co-opted Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta, 
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Chief Botanist, Botanical Survey of India as its member. 
The task assigned to this Sub-Committee is formulation 
of Indian Standards Specifications for the natural food 
colours permitted under the Prevention of Food Adul¬ 
teration Rules, 1955, Ministry of Health, Government of 
India. 


Award 

At the annual meeting of the Asiatic Society, Calcutta 
on Monday the 6th February, 1961, Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta, 
Chief Botanist, Botanical Survey of India was awarded 
the Paul Johannes Bruhl Memorial Medal for his 
meritorious piece of original research in Botany during 
the past five years. 

Miscellaneous 

On the recommendation of the Board of University 
Teaching for subjects in the Faculties of Arts and 
Science, University of Bombay, Dr. K. Subramanyam, 
Deputy Chief Botanist, Botanical Survey of India, has 
been approved as a teacher of this University for the 
purpose of guiding students for the Ph.D. degree in 
Botany under the provision of 0-84A at the Botanical 
Survey of India, Calcutta. 

The Syndicate of the University of Bombay has 
resolved that the research work done in the Botanical 
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of the Ph.D. degree of the University of Bombay in the 
subject of Botany under provision of 0-84A. 

Three acres of land in the Indian Botanic Garden, 
opposite the Sibpur Herbarium have been transferred 
on the 21st November, 1960 by the Government of West 
Bengal to the Government of India. This land will be 
utilised for the construction of a building for the Central 
National Herbarium, Botanical Survey of India. 

The Reviewing Committee for the Botanical Survey 
of India consisting of Prof. P. Maheshwari as Chairman, 
Prof. T. S. Saaasivan as Secretary and Shri M. B. 
Raizada as Member, has been formed by the Govern¬ 
ment of India and they have completed visiting the 
different offices of the Botanical Survey of India. This 
Committee will review the work of the Botanical Survey 
of India and suggest recommendations for its future 
development. 
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During the year 1959-60 the following eminent and 
outstanding personalities visited the different sections of 
the Botanical Survey of India. 


(1) Dr. Hasson Hamid (Agriculture), United Arab 
Republic. 
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Academy of Science. 
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(3) Academian Emil Pop (Biology), Rumanian 
Academy of Science. 

(4) Mr. Twan-Barima (Agriculture), Ghana. 


(5) Dr. W. E. Swinton, British Association for 
Advancement of Science, U.K. 

(6) Prof. Dr. T. Hadiwidjaja, Dean of the Faculty 
of Agriculture, Bogor, Indonesia. 

(7) Dr. Dradjat Prawiranegara, Director, Institute 
of Nutrition, Djakarta, Indonesia. 

(8) Dr. R. D. Utaso, Director, Institute of Veteri¬ 
nary Diseases, Indonesia. 

(9) Mr. H. M. Heybrock, Forest Research Station, 
Baakna, Holland. 


( 10 ) 
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Dr. David D. Keck, Programme Director for 
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tion, Washington 25, D.C. 


Prof. Takashi Tsugama, Professor of System¬ 
atic Botany, Institute of Biology, Faculty of 
Science, Ochanomiya University, Tokyo. 


RUSSIAN BOTANISTS 
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Exchange, a team of six Russian Botanists have been 
invited by the Government of India. The party is led 
by Prof. N. A. Avrorin, Head of the Botanic Gardens, 
Institute of. U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences, Leningrad. 
Other members of the party are Mr. P. I. Lapin, Deputy 
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of Sciences, Moscow; Mr. S. E. Korovin, Scientific 
Secretary of Main Botanic Gardens of U.S.S.R. Academy 
of Sciences, Moscow ; Prof. F. N. Rusanov, Director of 
Botanic Gardens of Uzbek Academy of Science, 
Tashkant; Mr. M. F. Sakhokia, Research Worker, 
Georgian Academy of Sciences and Mr. M. N. Solo- 
motov, Research Worker, Central Novosibirisk Botanic 
Gardens of U.S.S.R. Academy of Sciences. 

On 1st March, 1961, Dr. J. C. Sen Gupta, Chief 
Botanist, Botanical Survey of India received the Russian 
Botanists at Paiam Airport, New Delhi. The Chief 
Botanist discussed and gave them an idea of the pro¬ 
gramme and plan of their exploration and the areas, 
they are going to visit. The party first started exploring 
various parts of Northern India, accompanied by Dr. M. 
A. Rau, Regional Botanist, Northern Circle, Botanical 
Survey of India and visited places like Dehra Dun, 
Mussoorie, Rishikesh, Nainital, Ranikhet, Agra, Jaipur, 
Simla, Mashobra, Saharanpur and Lucknow. The Chief 
Botanist later joined the party on the 24th March, 1961 
at Jaipur and accompanied them to the desert of 
Rajasthan for studies on arid zone vegetation. He again 
met them at Lucknow and returned with the Russian 
Botanists to Calcutta on the 9th April, 1961. They visited 
the Central National Herbarium, Indian Botanic 


Gardens, Sibpur, the Headquarters Organisation of the 
Botanical Survey of India, Science College, Calcutta 
University, Bose Research Institute and the Agri-Horti- 
cultural Society. A full day exploration was arranged 

lirtrloi* flia aL « A 

ixhuwj. HAW ivuuwiwup UJL UIC VxlIICL OUUUllSl IU UIC OUUUCI- 

bans on the 11th April, 1961. The party has proceeded to 
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Darjeeling accompanied by the Chief Botanist where 
they will explore various regions of the Eastern Hima¬ 
layas accompanied by Dr. S. K. Mukerjee. After ex¬ 
ploration in the Darjeeling-Himalayas, the party will 
next proceed to Shillong where Dr. G. Panigrahi, 
Regional Botanist, Eastern Circle will accompany them 
for exploration in Assam. 

Finally, during the end of May, 1961, the Chief 
Botanist will accompany them to the Govt. Botanic 


Gardens at Bangalore and Ooty and the Brindavan 
Gardens, Krishnarajasagar. 

After exploring and visiting various parts of this 
country for nearly three months and getting an idea 
of the different patterns of vegetation. Botanical Institu¬ 
tions and Research Centres and various gardens, the 
party is expected to leave for Russia on the 30th May, 
1961. A reciprocal visit of Indian Botanists to Russia 
will be made in due course. 
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